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(3) Order the employer to pay the
complainant an amount equal to the
aggregate amount of all costs and ex-
penses (including attorneys’ fees and
expert witnesses’ fees) that were rea-
sonably incurred by the complainant
for, or in connection with, bringing the
complaint regarding the reprisal.

(c)(1) The complainant shall be
deemed to have exhausted all adminis-
trative remedies with respect to the
complaint, and the complainant may
bring a de novo action at law or equity
against the employer to seek compen-
satory damages and other relief avail-
able under this section in the appro-
priate district court of United States,
which shall have jurisdiction over such
an action without regard to the
amount in controversy if

(i) The head of an agency—

(A) Issues an order denying relief in
whole or in part under paragraph (a) of
this section;

(B) Has not issued an order within 210
days after the submission of a com-
plaint in accordance with section 1553
of the Recovery Act, or in the case of
an extension of time in accordance
with section 1553 of the Recovery Act,
within 30 days after the expiration of
the extension of time; or

(C) Decides in accordance with sec-
tion 1553 of the Recovery Act not to in-
vestigate or to discontinue an inves-
tigation; and

(ii) There is no showing that such
delay or decision is due to the bad faith
of the complainant.

(2) Such an action shall, at the re-
quest of either party to the action, be
tried by the court with a jury.

(d) Whenever an employer fails to
comply with an order issued under this
section, the head of the agency shall
request the Department of Justice to
file an action for enforcement of such
order in the United States district
court for a district in which the re-
prisal was found to have occurred. In
any action brought under this section,
the court may grant appropriate relief,
including injunctive relief, compen-
satory and exemplary damages, and at-
torneys fees and costs.

(e) Any person adversely affected or
aggrieved by an order issued under
paragraph (b) of this subsection may
obtain review of the order’s conform-
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ance with the law, and this section, in
the United States Court of Appeals for
a circuit in which the reprisal is al-
leged in the order to have occurred. No
petition seeking such review may be
filed more than 60 days after issuance
of the order by the head of the agency.

[74 FR 14634, Mar. 31, 2009]

3.907-7 Contract Clause.

Use the clause at 52.203-15, Whistle-
blower Protections Under the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 in all solicitations and contracts
funded in whole or in part with Recov-
ery Act funds.

[74 FR 14634, Mar. 31, 2009]

Subpart 3.10—Contractor Code of
Business Ethics and Conduct

SOURCE: 72 FR 65881, Nov. 23, 2007, unless
otherwise noted.

3.1000 Scope of subpart.

This subpart prescribes policies and
procedures for the establishment of
contractor codes of business ethics and
conduct, and display of agency Office
of Inspector General (OIG) fraud hot-
line posters.

3.1001 Definitions.

As used in this subpart—

Subcontract means any contract en-
tered into by a subcontractor to fur-
nish supplies or services for perform-
ance of a prime contract or a sub-
contract.

Subcontractor means any supplier,
distributor, vendor, or firm that fur-
nished supplies or services to or for a
prime contractor or another subcon-
tractor.

United States means the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, and outlying
areas.

[73 FR 67090, Nov. 12, 2008]
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(a) Government contractors must
conduct themselves with the highest
degree of integrity and honesty.

(b) Contractors should have a written
code of business ethics and conduct. To
promote compliance with such code of

Policy.
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